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'Your Majesty! My heart, which truly adores your Imperial
Majesty, was filled with deep sorrow at the part played by Bavaria
in the last war. I beg you, Sire, not to regard this expression of my
feelings as mere empty phrases. I heartily abominated this step.
The thought of the joy of one day becoming a member of Your
Majesty's family has been firmly rooted in my heart for the past
six years. The news which I have now received causes me to
fear that Your Majesty's intentions regarding me have changed.
I know that Your Imperial Majesty has been informed that I
persuaded my sister Auguste into her marriage, and was instru-
mental in bringing it about. I give your Imperial Majesty my
word of honour that I did neither the one nor the other. I merely
handed her a letter from my father/

Geheimrat Kaeser was instructed to inform Ludwig's step-
mother, who was known to belong to the anti-Napoleon party, of
this matter and beg her to take steps to prevent the King from
hearing of it. The Queen was very ill and could not be informed
as the Crown Prince had desired, nor could the letter be sent to
St. Petersburg through her sister, the Princess Amalie of Baden.
As a result, it fell into the hands of Bavarian diplomats who
decided to send it to Munich, at the same time requesting the
Crown Prince to confess the whole matter to his father. This he
did; Maximilian Joseph was indignant and particularly hurt that
his son had shown more confidence in his stepmother than in
his own father. The attempt came to nothing, yet in spite of
everything Ludwig did not give up hope of the Russian marriage.

Napoleon did not wish the Crown Prince to marry a Grand
Duchess. He did not know whom he wished him to marry, but
someone would be found in whom the Emperor of the French had
political interests. One fine day the fateful cup with a picture
would arrive and Ludwig would be forced to marry. It was for
this reason that, in spite of the present poor prospects, Ludwig
emphasized to Napoleon his desire to marry the Grand Duchess
Katharina. The Emperor, however, took every opportunity of
inveighing against the family of the Czar. One day he said:

'What about your Russian? Why do you want to have anything
to do with such a foreigner?'

But when in June, 1806, there were prospects of peace between
Russia and France, Napoleon suddenly asked Ludwig:

'When are you going to be married?'

'I do not know.'